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Mr. Michael Eckert, Vice Chairperson 
Mr. Dennis Emery 
Mr. Thomas Pytlik 
Mr. George Reamer 

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Dr. Tycho Fredericks 
Ms. Geri Johnson 
Mr. Jeffrey Radjewski 
 

 
DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL PRESENT:
Ms. Martha Yoder, Deputy Director, MIOSHA 
Mr. John Peck, Director, Management and Technical Services Division 
Mr. John Brennan, Director, General Industry Safety & Health Division 
Ms. Marsha Parrott-Boyle, Program Manager, Standards Section 
Ms. Dena Hendon, Departmental Analyst, Standards Section 
 
VISITORS ATTENDING: 
Mr. James Fisk, USWA 12075 
Mr. Homer Sterner, Chairperson, CS-32 & GI-58 Aerial Lift Advisory Committee  
 
NEW GENERAL INDUSTRY SAFETY STANDARDS COMMISSIONERS, AS OF APRIL 19, 2006 
Dwayne Betcher, Herrick District Library 
William Borch, Ironworkers Local 25 
Karl Heim, International Association of Machinist 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
THE MISSION OF THE GENERAL INDUSTRY SAFETY STANDARDS COMMISSION IS TO PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP AND 

VISION NECESSARY TO ENSURE A SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN. 
 

THE COMMISSION INVOLVES EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAFETY STANDARDS AS IT 
ENDEAVORS TO CONTINUALLY EXAMINE AND IMPROVE THOSE STANDARDS FOR PURPOSE, CLARITY, APPLICABILITY, 

ENFORCEABILITY, AND COST EFFECTIVENESS. 
 

OUR VISION IS TO BE A RECOGNIZED LEADER IN SAFETY FOR THE WORK ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN 
BY INCORPORATING THE CHANGING NEEDS OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND METHODS INTO OUR STANDARDS. 
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Agenda Item #1--Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
The April 18, 2006 General Industry Safety Standards Commission meeting was called to order 
by Chairperson Baker.  A roll call was taken and a quorum was present. 
 
Introduction of New Commissioners.  Marsha Parrott-Boyle introduced the three new members of the 
General Industry Safety Standards Commission: Dwayne Betcher, William Borch and Karl Heim.  Their 
term of office starts tomorrow, April 19, 2006.  Everyone introduced themselves, stated whom they 
represented and told briefly their current employment and their history with employee safety. 

 
Appreciation of Commissioners.  As this is the last meeting for Chairperson James Baker and Dr. Tycho 
Fredericks, the Commissioners and staff expressed appreciation for their years of service on the General 
Industry Safety Standards Commission and their dedication to the safety and health of Michigan workers. 
 
 
Agenda Item #2-Approval of Minutes for February 8, 2006 Meeting 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Reamer and was seconded by Commissioner Pytlik to approve 
the minutes of the February 8, 2006 Commission meeting.   
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Agenda Item #3-Standards Section Update—Marsha Parrott-Boyle, Program Manager 
 
Ms. Marsha Parrott-Boyle reviewed with the Commissioners the MIOSHA Strategic Goals for FY04-08.  
She pointed out that Goal 3.3B specifically applies to the standards program, that goal is to reduce the 
backlog of Commission directed standards to be revised by seventy percent (70%) over five years.   She 
distributed a backlog summary of the standards currently underway and those awaiting revision and their 
order of priority.  She advised that currently there are 23 standards to be worked on, 8 are General 
Industry rules of which 3 are being worked on. 
 
GI & OH Ergonomics.  Ms. Parrott-Boyle advised the commissioners that the ergonomics advisory 
committee has held 22 meetings and is doing an outstanding job.  They are operating by consensus, not 
by majority rule.   Their next meeting is on April 26th, 2006 and the advisory committee members will 
review draft #14; continue discussion on the ‘Scope and Application;’ and work on the Appendices.  
  
GI Part 58 and CS Part 32 Aerial Lifts.  The advisory committee chairperson Homer Sterner updated the 
Commissioners on the progress of this advisory committee and to request additional direction.  He will 
speak later in the meeting. 
 
GI Part 8 Portable Fire Extinguishers.  This standard is in the last stages of the promulgation process.  
We are hoping it will be filed before the end of the month and be effective mid-May.  This rule is being 
amended to add Class ‘K’ fire extinguishers. 
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Ms. Parrott-Boyle advised that the Standards Section has started a new advisory committee to work on 
drafting a standard for the construction of communication towers. 
 
 
Agenda Item #4-General Industry Safety & Health Division Update--John Brennan, Director 
 
Mr. John Brennan informed the Commission that GISHD currently has 27 safety officers, 23 industrial 
hygienists and two field investigators in the Employee Discrimination Section.   
 
Mr. Brennan reviewed the latest fatality report with the commissioners; there have been 8 fatalities so far 
in calendar year 2006.  Mr. Brennan reviewed the fatalities with the Commission.  To date there have 
been 3 crushed, 3 struck-by, 1 caught between, and 1 fall.  He also distributed a copy of the final 2005 
fatality list.  In 2005, there were 36 fatalities, 20 in general industry and 16 in construction.  The 2005 
totals are down from the 44 fatalities that occurred for 2004, 22 in general industry and 22 in construction. 
 
General discussion followed. 
 
 
Agenda Item #5-MIOSHA Update—Martha Yoder, Deputy Director 
 
Ms. Yoder announced that the Governor’s Construction Safety and Health Forum was held March 6, 2006 
in the VisTaTech Building at Schoolcraft College in Livonia, Michigan.  It was very successful with 
approximately 250 people attending. 
 
Robert W. Swanson is continuing as the Acting Director of the Michigan Department of Labor and 
Economic Growth. 
 
Ms. Yoder stated that MIOSHA will partner with the Wage and Hour Division on a youth initiative during 
May.  We are hoping to be able to reach great numbers of current and future Michigan employees while 
they are still in school and get them thinking about safety in the workplace. 
 
Ms. Yoder announced that MIOSHA has released the interactive CD: Michigan OSHA Walkthrough for 
Manufacturers ‘Safety Awareness Training.’  The Consultation Education and Training Division have 
distributed about 26,000 copies.  Enclosed in your folders is your copy.  The CD is a basic safety and 
health orientation and an overview of the standards. 
 
MIOSHA is in the process of planning the 2nd annual ‘Take a Stand Day.’  Last year we had 125 contacts 
on this day.  It is a day to invite MIOSHA in to look and advise without citations.  We are hoping for even 
more contacts this year. 
 
Ms. Yoder stated that 125 staff members and years and years of accumulated materials were 
successfully moved to downtown Lansing to our temporary location.  The MIOSHA staff did an excellent 
job of packing, sorting, rearranging, disposing and moving to our new facility.  We will be in the Hollister 
Building for approximately 6 months while our space in the General Office Building is refurbished. 
General discussion followed. 
Agenda Item #6-Old Business 
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 a. Part 58, Vehicle Mounted Elevating and Rotating Platforms 
   --Advisory Committee Update Report – Chairperson Homer Sterner 
 
Advisory Committee Chairperson Homer Sterner reminded the Commission that they had advised the 
advisory committee to review the following four items: 
1. Comparison of GI-58 and CS-32 – to make GI and CS more consistant, specifically regarding fall 
protection, permits and training. 
2.  Key Switch - to make sure we are “as effective as” OSHA. 
3. Operating over Traffic - decide if additional regulation is required to operate an aerial lift over an 
open lane of traffic. 
4. Suspension Trauma – decide if additional regulation is required for suspension trauma. 
 
Mr. Sterner stated that during the past seven meetings items 1 and 2 have been reviewed and discussion 
on items 3 and 4 has begun.  A copy of GI Part 58 draft #7 was supplied for the Commissions review.  
 
During the comparison of GI-58 and CS-32, it was brought to our attention that GI Part 5 ‘Scaffolding’ has 
2 sections on powered and manual mobile elevating platforms.  In accord with your previous instructions 
to make Aerial Lift standards uniform, we would like to request the this Advisory Committee be allowed to 
review these 2 sections in GI Part 5 and change them to be in compliance with CS-32 and GI-58. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Eckert and was seconded by Commissioner Pytlik to open 
GI Part 5 ‘Scaffolding’ and have the combined CS-32/GI-58 Advisory Committee review sections 
R 408.40546 and R 408.10547 and to make GI-5 consistent with CS-32 and GI-58. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Agenda Item #7-New Business 
  a. OSHA Hexavalent Chromium--Marsha Parrott-Boyle   
 
Ms. Parrott-Boyle stated that on February 28, 2006 federal OSHA issued a final standard on Hexavalent 
Chromium, which is used in metal-plating and welding on stainless steel, as well as other uses.  In 1988 
NIOSH advised OSHA that this compound is a carcinogen and is known to cause cancer. The 
Occupational Health Commission directed MIOSHA to adopt this standard by reference.  Therefore staff 
has started the promulgation process to establish 2 new health standards:  OH Part 315 Chromium (VI) 
for General Industry and OH Part 604 Chromium (VI) for Construction. 
 
Ms Parrott-Boyle stated because of this change and the promulgation of a new standard OH Part 316 
‘Diisocyanates, 2 more health standards are also being updated: OH Part 301 ‘Air Contaminants for 
General Industry’ and OH Part 601 ‘Air Contaminants for Construction.’    
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Agenda Item #8--Advisory Committee Applications 
  a. Linda Berry -- Ergonomics Standard Advisory Committee 
 
Linda Berry’s application for approval to the Ergonomics Standard Advisory Committee is to replace 
Sande MacLeod from the United Food and Commercial Workers Local 951. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pytlik and was seconded by Commissioner Emery to approve 
Linda Berry as a Labor Representative for the Ergonomics Advisory Committee.   
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Agenda Item #9—Next Meeting 
 
The next General Industry Safety Standards Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 
12, 2006 at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will take place in Conference Room B at the General Office 
Building in Lansing. 
 
 
Agenda Item #10--Public Comment 
  
Mr. James Fisk thanked the Commission for their continued efforts for the safety of Michigan workers.  
He will take back several copies of the interactive CD: Michigan OSHA Walkthrough for Manufacturers 
‘Safety Awareness Training’ to his members. 
 
 
Agenda Item #11—Adjournment 
 
With no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________ 
Mr. James Baker, Chairperson   Date 
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